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a way to stress its importance as a site for the production of new knowledge about sexualities
and genders. One of the most vital missions of CLACS, I believe, is to foster the kind of
questioning that is critical to the emergence of new thinking.
CLACS has always provided a venue for research on sexuality deemed too counternormative to be considered legitimate academic work. And that role remains essential: while
much scholarship in sexuality studies has found its way into the academic mainstream, work
that contests firmly held assumptions about sexuality and gender finds itself under attack. The
condemnation last year of Judith Levine's book on adolescent sexuality. Harmful to Minors, is
but one example of the still tenuous footing of academic inquiry that unsettles common-sense
ideas about sexual autonomy.
In addition to supporting work that predictably draws the ire of those often hostile to
queer agendas, those of us invested in the project of LCBTQ studies need also to look inward,
and to question emerging axiomatic truths within our own field, before our endeavor settles
down too comfortably within safely bounded parameters. For example, how does the
emergence of genderqueer modalities and the rejection of many of today s youth of older
forms of LGBT identifications trouble our notions of queer culture? How do some avenues of
academic inquiry tend to reproduce the whiteness of queer studies and what can we do to
displace that? How might we understand the disparate reception in different constituencies of
scientific narratives about the etiology of sexual orientation and the narratives produced within
queer theory? There are, I know, a lot more questions to be asked. And I'm also just as certain
that there are already scholars out there exploring them.
As the field becomes institutionalized, however tenuously, we also need to question the
boundaries put in place to contain it. In queer studies
classes, students might be throwing around terms like
heteronormativity, writing scathing critiques of the
treatment of intersexed infants, interrogating the
assumptions of the military's "Don't Ask, Don t Tell
policy. In other classrooms, however, the
assumptions about gender and sexuality unpacked in
queer studies spaces may very well operate as the a
priori truths of much of the standard academic

curriculum. As sexuality studies finds its own
autonomous place within the university, we should
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think carefully about the potential partitioning of
interdisciplinary programs from each other and from the academic mainstream, and develop
strategies that complicate the "one-identity, one-program" calculus.
On a personal note, I've been a member of CLACS since I was in graduate school and
actively involved since 1994 when I joined the Political Science department at Brooklyn
College. The kind of questioning made possible by CLACS has been fundamental to the
development of my thinking about gender and sexuality. (My research looks at narratives of
gender and sexuality invoked in the civil rights of sexual minorities, and more recently has
focused on narratives of transgender identity deployed by courts in the US; these days, my
activism centers on the transgender rights legislation and litigation.) More times than I can
count, I've come away from CLACS's events, whether they were three-day conferences, twohour colloquia, or Saturday morning board meetings, with scrap paper, sometimes even my
own hand, crammed with notes for rethinking my own axiomatic truths.
Finally, on behalf of the QACS board, staff, and members, I want to thank Alisa for her
unstinting efforts on behalf of CLACS. As both a board member of many years and as executive
director, Alisa's clear vision, overwhelming dedication, and unflappable
leadership have been instrumental in making CLACS the thriving institution it is
today. (Although she may think her formal connection to CLACS has ended—

ith endless thanks for her
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untiring labor and
leadership of our organization, the
staff of CLACS (pictured here, l-r,
Hilla Dayan, Jordan Schildcrout,
Preston Bautista, and Sara Canter,
with Alisa, center) wishes our friend
and comrade, Alisa Solomon, all
the best as she steps down from
her post as Executive Director. Not
only has Alisa been a pleasure to
work with on a daily basis, she's
been vital in shaping CLACS's
directions in the past few years,
and has taken a part in shaping
each of our lives academically,
professionally, and personally.
Although her daily drive will be
missed, the staff looks forward to
welcoming her at all of our
coming events.
We would also like to send best
wishes to our membership and
fellowships coordinator, and allaround ingenious designer,
Preston Bautista, who will be
heading back to the west coast
before fall. Preston is the recipient
of a prestigious curatorial
internship in painting at the Cetty
Museum in Los Angeles in the
coming year, and will be finishing
his doctoral work, which examines
gender in Renaissance art.
Also stepping away from the
office—but not leaving us all
together—is Hilla Dayan, CLACS's
International Resource Network
Coordinator. She will be moving
to Amsterdam in the fall to
continue her doctoral work in
Sociology, which compares
Israel/Palestine, South Africa, and
East Germany separation and
unification models. Hilla will
remain a central figure as a
European organizer for our
international work. Best of luck to
the both of you! ♦

see, e.g., her "farewell" column in this issue—we have secret plans to impress
Alisa into service in the years to come. Don't tell her.) ♦
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